Student Letters

In September, 2008, Proyecto Mirador ran a contest among elementary
school students in the village of La Vega, in the municipality of San Francisco de
Ojuera, Honduras. The students were asked to select a name for the new model
of the La Justa stove. We also asked the students to draw a picture of the stove,
and to list the benefits of the stove to their households.

La Vega is a small town of 130 homes, located about 2 hours from the
nearest paved road. In 2008, Proyecto Mirador installed 130 stoves in the homes
of La Vega. A satellite photo of the village can be found on the following page.

The pages that follow represent the top three to four entries in each of the

following categories: Best Name; Best Drawing; and Best Description.






Village of La Vega
San Francisco de Ojuera, Honduras






Student Letters:

Best Names



"Dos por Tres”

Reina Jaquelin Mejia (6™ grade) won the naming competition with “2 x 3,”
or “Dos por Tres,” In Honduras, dos por tres means something similar to “double
time” in the U.S.

We feel that the 2 x 3 model gets rid of indoor pollution dos por tres. We
believe it slows deforestation dos por tres. It gets built dos por tres. And it cooks
dos por tres.

Our logo and literature have been changed to reflect Estufa Justa, modelo

2 x 3. We couldn’t have created a better name!






"Mundo Mejor”

Taimi Ruselis Rivera won second prize with her name, “Mundo Mejor,” or

“A Better World.”






“"Hornilla Herencia”

Elia Iveth Matute won third prize with the suggestion to call our new

model “Hornilla Herencia,” or “Inheritance Stove.”









Student Letters:

Best Pictures
























Student Letters:

Best Descriptions



Greidy Pineda writes:

There was a woman who, before having this stove, suffered from asthma

because of the smoke in her home. But after getting this stove, she improved her

health.






Lesman Youani Castellanos writes:

The stove supports families because it regularly consumes only 1/3 of the
wood; because it cooks faster and boils water in less time than the traditional
stoves; because it eliminates smoke inside the home; because the stove makes
people avoid getting sick with respiratory illness; because it consumes less wood,
it has lower economic cost; because it doesn’t contaminate the environment, due
to the burning in the firebox of the particulate matter that is most contaminating;

because it avoids deforestation and improves our economic community.






Eli Antonio writes:

The qualifications of my stove are as follows:

1. Doesn’t damage the environment.

2. Doesn’t damage my health.

3. Burns only a little wood.

4. Is very economic.

5. Cooks in only a few minutes.

6. My stove is efficient.

7. 1feel happy and proud to have such a stove.
8. Protects the environment.

9. Doesn’t damage me with artificial things.






Nubia Yudid Perdomo Pineda writes:

The advantages are: We now have a natural stove that is healthy. It
doesn’t use much wood. It is economical and it has eliminated lung disease.

The disadvantages are: When we had the traditional stove, many illnesses
existed in our bodies. We used a lot of wood; a carga of wood only lasted one

week. Now that we have this stove, we live happily with our health.






Jeibin Pineda writes:

There was a woman of good presentation, but because of her [traditional]

stove, unfortunately she died of bronchitis.
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